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“Singing by the Church” Head and Saviour (5:23). assemblythe question must be
By: Walter Pendleton Singing is not some sort of “lo- asked and answered. Is this in-
Lc eaking to yourselves in cal assembly putty” used to patch struction for the assembled as-
Sysalms and hymns and in the holes. In other words, our sembly (when we are gathered
spiritual songs, singing and mak- singing is not something to doto together) or is it for our private
ing melody in your hearts to the fillinthe time between prayingand worship (all times other than when
Lord” (Eph. 5:19). preachingWe are commanded, we are gathered together) or does
Ephesians is Pasimain letter  in direct context to our conduct, itinclude both? The context de-
concerning the doctrine of the including singing, to be actively mands that itincludes boffake
church, and being so the inspired redeeming time because of its note of the instruction, in the di-
apostle details different parts of present evil state (5:16). There- rect context, to husbands and
our practice concerning the way fore, singing is that time when the wives (5:22-33), parents and chil-
we are to conduct ourselves as assembled saints join together in dren (6:1-4), and to servants and
the church. This is God-breathed one voice to openly praise our masters (6:5-9). These all clearly
instruction to the church through Lord, and become a witness include both our public and pri-
the apostle. Therefore, we would against the enemies of God, by vate conductll of this instruc-
do well to give great diligence of praising Christ, while the world tion is to the church whether as-
attention to these detaNse have  sings their own praises and they sembled together or otherwise!
here clear testimonigy exhorta-  engage in the consumption of their Therefore, this “kind” of singing
tion, that as believers in Christwe own evillusts (5:1-13) While this  is not to be done solely “in the
are to sing praises to Christ our is certainly true of the assembled church,” as some are prone to,say
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............. Singing (cont.)

but rather it is to be done “by the

church” as ordained by God.
But how are we instructed to

sing? First, there is thmanner

of our singing. Second, there is the of Pauls instruction her&Ve are

two-fold directionof our singing.
Sofirst, our singing must be in the
mannerof speaking [Greek—
laleo: to commune in words the

substance of something uttered,

cf. In. 12:49] and it is to k-
rectedto each otherspeaking
to yourselves] antb the Lord
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spiritual songs (Eph. 5:19; Col. pluck the stringjo promote all
3:16). Sadlysome have compli- manner of instrumental use
cated this encouragement and Rather than having a stringed in-
hoisted up their own standards. strument for musical aid they use
Men refuse to see the simplicity just about any kind of instrument
and that for entertainment. They
to sing psalms and we have one even play the instrument with no
hundred and fifty of them ready singing, even engaging in the use
for use. They are to be sung! See- of drums, organs, cymbals, and
ing that even a single psalm (I Cor even synthesizers, wherein we
14:26) can contain a plethora of now have so-called “Christian”
truth, and that truth can be sung rock, pop, and even rap music.
from the actual context of the Notes are not played as an aid to
psalm, then there is no limit of sing the truth of Christ with the

(5:19). In other words, we are to possible psalm music to sing. The voice from the heart but rather
sing in amannemwhere whatwe  next type of song is a hymn. The elaborate preludes, overtures,
say conveys the actual truth that wordhymn denotes celebration chords and crescendos are em-
we are verbally expressing to the or praise directed toward God ployed by both singer and instru-
benefit of others who are hearing Himself. This type of song is one ment to excite the flesfio wor

us (cf. I Cor 14:26). Singing, that exalts God in particulags-  ship God with great joy is honor-
therefore, is not for entertainment pecially in the person of our Lord  able but when it gives way to the
or for a mere emotional charge, Jesus Christ. No song truly praises excitement of the flesh it is sin.
asis sadly evidenced so often in God if it rejects or even ignores Another group uses the word
our day Singing is to be done for  the reality of God manifestinthe psalms as the distinguishing mode

actual teaching [instruction] and
admonishment [to impart positive
truth]. This must be done, ifitis
done in the propadirection to

the Lord. In other words, we ben-
efit each other in our singing only
when we sing the actual truth of
Christ to the honor of the Lord
Jesus Christ (Col. 3:16Also,

take note of the similarities be-
tween Colossians 3 & 4 to
Ephesians 5 & 6 (instruction to

flesh in the person of Jesus of of all types of singing. They reject
Nazareth, the Redeem&o we the literal etymology of the word
have psalms and hymns, but we psalm as defined by the word
also have spiritual songs. This last when used in scripture (to pluck
group is the more general type of the string of an musical instrument)
song and covers singing about the or the simple meaning (the actual
whole of Christian doctrine, prac- psalms of the OT which are God
tice, and conduct, yet it must be inspired, spiritual poems which
spiritual (of the Spirit of God in  were set to notes) and they hold
Christ, Col. 3:16-17). Thus even to a complete reversal of nomen-
our “odes”(songsjnust be Christ  clature where the worgsalm
centered and be the truth. Then now means: to sing without instru-

wives and husbands, parents andand then only are they truly spiri- mental accompaniment. They are
children, servants and masters)! tual songs! There is no place for allowed to sing a cappella only
So we have two epistles exhort- flesh, conjecture, entertainment, or and some even prefer songbooks

ing us as to thenanneranddi-
rectionof our public as well as
our private conduct in singing by
the church.

In our singing Paul clearly en-

courages three different catego-
ries of songs: psalms, hymns,

false doctrine. Our singing is to be without notes. The clear fact is
no less truth than is our preach- that Paul does not write that we
ing! However certain groups use  sing hymns and spiritual songs as
these to promote their own ideas. psalms i.e. a cappella mode.
One group uses the psalms (sing- psalm is not anodeof all singing
ing with an accompanying instru- but one of three types of songs to
ment, but strictly speaking iti&l  Singing.........c.c.cocveve...... Page 3
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---------- Singing (Cont.) the spiritual ignorance of our dayThe question | must ask myself, in
be sung, publicly and privatelijo ~ We should not pass up the truthll diligence, is, when I sing am |
battle against fleshly entertainmerthat our singing is to be done “maksinging the word of Christ in truth,
in song is honorable but even &g melody in your heart [with graceand am | doing it in a real relation-
cappella singing can become ente€ol. 3:16] to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19). ship with the words | sing and per-
tainment.To demand a cappellaTo reject or ignore the free, reignsons with which | sing, and am |
singing onlyand on top of that toing grace of God in Christ is thedoing it as unto the Lord? Singing
deny fellowship based upon that iseight of unbelieving follyMe should by the church is a part of our con-
the height of man-made doctrinenote however that Paul in ductin this world. Let us do itin
According to Paul we are to singColossians does not say that we ateuth to the honor of Christ.
psalms (the OT psalms in fact, antb merely sing about grace (although....2 Cor 11 (cont.)

nothing in scripture forbids accom-we should) but we are to sing “with o
paniment by a stringed instrumengrace in your heartsto the Lord.” c?n only céo ::Vhat you lethim.

it actually includes it), hymns (song$Paul is not encouraging the inclusion amm‘yl af\l/vz;s give people an
of direct praise to Chr_lsﬂ’person Qf grace in our songs hg IS eXpresgpnortunity to get saved before |
and work), and spiritual songsing the absolute necessity of the eXray the prayer of healing.”
(songs that deal with the whole ofstence of grace in our hearts. Grac®ichard Roberts

scriptural truth). Scripturgloneis is not just a doctrine we believe itis The following is a 3 point
our rule of faith and practicAny a blessing of God we possesswtline of a message given by
less than this is to reject the word&od's grace in Christ is a reality notdimmy Swaggart:

of scripture and any more than thia theoryThat is, grace is a reality 1) Freewill is your pass-
isto add to it. we have within us not a theory tgPortto Sg)lvFart(Ie%r\]/\'/ill is the founda-
It is also interesting to note thatvhich we hold. Grace, doctrlnallytion of salvation.

Pagl never speaks of gospel gongspeaking, has to do with the truth 3) Salvationis of the will of
as is so common a phrase in ouhat God choose certain people, Wan and not of god.

day Srictly speaking there is nosent Christ to suffer under His holy A preacher had the nerve
such thing as a gospel song. Thejastice and satisfy His holy justiceto tell Earl Cochran that the
are psalms, hymns, and spirituadgainst sin on their behalf, and theerucifixion was the biggest mistake
songsWe may sing a psalm thatHe regenerates them by His Spirigver made, and it never should have
declares the gospel [gospel = thand converts them by His gospelappened. Thisis the depth of lies,
message of the person and workith the purpose of preserving the e_ceptllpn and |gno|r§1nce_|_thhat fills
of Christ] (Psalm 1,2,22 are just ainto perseverance in the faith, an IS _refigious world. IS 1S

fou). W : h isincth hall dav be with Him i hristianity to most of America.
ew).We may sing a hymn praisingthey shall one day be wit IMiNThe aimighty God the Father is
God for the gospel, or we may singjlory. Grace, personally speakingynknown. The Christ of the Bible
a spiritual song about the gospehas to do with the factual reality thafyho does what He will in heaven
but there are no “gospel songs.God did somethingp meand what and on earth is not preached. The
This phrase has become a catchadle did wisely and lovingly con- God whose armis mighty to save is
for describing just about any reli-strains me to trust Christ and wordenied. The Holy Spirit who
gious song about Jesus and goirghip Him. This personal desire as Bloves when, where and upon
to heaven. If it has Bible words itisbeliever even when collectively v_vhon& Hg W%ntz IS neverhmer;]-
called a gospel song. It may welgathered as a group of believerd!On€d. But God is true thoug

. : : . gvery man is a liar. The Father
lie about Chriss true person andconstrains me to desire to hear Chri iy .

o ) : rposed to save His people.
work but if |E prpmotes LUV f?r. preached, it clonstralns me t.o Praghrist did redeem His people. The
Jesus and “going to heavgn itgo Christ, and it even constrains mejoly Ghost is bringing life to dead
called a gospel song. This flippanto sing with and to my brothers anginners. The lies cannot change the
use of the word “gospel” manifestsisters as we sing as to the Lordruth of God.
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Newsletter

The Newsletter is placed on the website each time. It will be in PDF format.
This will require you to have the adobe reader to view it and print it out if you

would like. You can go to theAdobe site and download theiviewer for free.

Pamphlets

We have some pamphlets on the website, you should be able to see thenethgr
and print them out. They will be in the PDF format as well.

Ar ticles on theWeb
We also have some messages on the site that may not hage ap-
peared in our newsletter

MailingAddress:
SovereignGrace Chapel
POBox15

Kellysville, WV 24732
Sovereign Grace Chpel Web Page:
http:/mwwsgchapel.com



